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distinctly announced his determination 'that the
demands on the people for provincial purposes'
should not be * indefinitely or too rapidly increased/
It must never be forgotten that, shift the weight as
we may, the burden of taxation remains a heavy one
upon the people. Although the Provincial Govern-
ments bring a more minute knowledge of local wants
and of local capabilities to the imposition of a cess, they
as little represent the real wishes of the people as
does the Central Government The natives of India
draw as yet but little distinction between Municipal,
Provincial, and Imperial Taxation. All are equally
attributed to the British Government, and all are
equally disliked. Indeed, some experienced adminis-
trators believe that a tax becomes the more obnoxious
in India as the power from which it emanates is
nearer and more familiar, A heavy contribution
levied arbitrarily by Her Majesty the Queen for
Imperial purposes, and without any reason assigned,
would probably be accepted as a decree of fate; while
the smallest cess raised by the village authorities for
village improvements might cause acute irritation.

While, therefore, Lord Mayo, in giving practical
effect to a policy which had long been approved of by
the highest authorities in India, secured the equili-
brium of the finances, it should not be forgotten that
the burden was merely readjusted, not removed. He
attempted no feats of financial jugglery, but told
men plainly what he was doing. By mobilizing the
formerly hard and fast grants for provincial services,
he created among the Local Governments a new and